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Introduction

† Hosea 12 exposes Israel's pattern of deceit, pride, and
reliance on human strength instead of God, and it ties their
present condition directly back to their history.

† The chapter shows that what they were doing in Hosea's day
wasn't new, it was the same spirit seen in Jacob, striving,
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manipulating, and trusting self instead of God.

† From the fulfilled perspective, this isn't just history, it's pointing
forward to the judgment that came in their generation, when all
of this covenant unfaithfulness reached its full measure.

Hosea 12:1

Ephraim surrounds Me with lies
And the house of Israel with deceit;
Judah is also unruly against God,
Even against the Holy One who is faithful.

† Israel was living in deception, not just occasional sin, but a
constant pattern of lies.

† Their identity became corruption, and even Judah followed in
instability and rebellion.

† This connects directly to the first century, where the
leadership was filled with hypocrisy and deception (Matthew
23:27-28).

Hosea 12:2

The Lord also has a case against Judah,
And will punish Jacob according to his ways;
He will repay him according to his deeds.

† God was bringing covenant judgment, and it was based on
what they had done.

† This wasn't arbitrary, it was justice, repayment according to
their actions.

† This was fulfilled in that generation when judgment came just
as Jesus said (Matthew 16:27-28).



Hosea 12:3

In the womb he took his brother by the heel,
And in his maturity he contended with God.

† Jacob represents striving and self-effort, trying to grasp
blessing by force.

† Israel carried that same mindset forward, trusting in effort
instead of God.

† Their problem was deeper than actions, it was their nature
under that covenant.

Hosea 12:4

Yes, he wrestled with the angel and prevailed;
He wept and sought His favor.
He found Him at Bethel,
And there He spoke with us,

† Jacob eventually humbled himself, wept, and sought God's
favor.

† That was the turning point, humility instead of striving.

† Israel refused that path, and that's why judgment remained.

Hosea 12:5

The Lord, the God of armies,
The Lord is His name of renown.

† God reminds them who He is, powerful, faithful, and
unchanging.



† The issue wasn't God's faithfulness, it was their rebellion.

† That same Lord came in Christ, and they rejected Him (John
1:11).

Hosea 12:6

Therefore, return to your God,
Maintain kindness and justice,
And wait for your God continually.

† The call was simple, return, live rightly, and trust God.

† This is the same message Jesus preached, repentance and
faith.

† Their refusal to do this led directly to their destruction (Luke
13:3).

Hosea 12:7

A merchant, in whose hands are false balances,
He loves to oppress.

† Israel became dishonest and oppressive in daily life.

† Their society was built on injustice instead of truth.

† This same corruption existed in the temple system in Jesus'
day (Matthew 21:12-13).

Hosea 12:8

And Ephraim said, "Surely I have become rich,
I have found wealth for myself;
In all my labors they will find in me



No wrongdoing, which would be sin."

† They justified themselves, trusting in wealth as proof of
righteousness.

† This is self-deception, ignoring sin while claiming innocence.

† This same blindness is seen in the Pharisees (Luke 18:9-14).

Hosea 12:9

But I have been the Lord your God since the land of Egypt;
I will again make you live in tents,
As in the days of the appointed festival.

† God reminds them of their origin and dependence on Him.

† Living in tents points to loss of stability and coming judgment.

† This was fulfilled when Jerusalem fell and they were
scattered.

Hosea 12:10

I have also spoken to the prophets,
And I gave numerous visions,
And through the prophets I gave parables.

† God had continually warned them through prophets.

† Their judgment came after repeated rejection of truth.

† Jesus confirmed they killed the prophets sent to them
(Matthew 23:31-36).

Hosea 12:11



Is there wrongdoing in Gilead?
Surely they are worthless.
In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls;
Yes, their altars are like the stone heaps
Beside the furrows of the field.

† Their worship became empty and corrupt.

† Their altars had no meaning, just outward ritual.

† This points to the temple system becoming empty and judged.

Hosea 12:12

Now Jacob fled to the land of Aram,
And Israel worked for a wife,
And for a wife he tended sheep.

† Jacob's life shows dependence and humility.

† Israel forgot those humble beginnings.

† Pride replaced dependence, which led to their fall.

Hosea 12:13

But by a prophet the Lord brought Israel up from Egypt,
And by a prophet he was protected.

† God delivered and sustained them through Moses.

† Their entire existence depended on God's grace.

† Yet they rejected the greater Prophet, Christ (Acts 3:22-23).

Hosea 12:14



Ephraim has provoked to bitter anger;
So his Lord will leave his bloodguilt on him
And bring back his disgrace upon him.

† Their guilt remained on them, they would bear the
consequences.

† This is covenant judgment language, accountability for
rejecting God.

† Jesus said this blood guilt would come on that generation
(Matthew 23:35-36).

Historical References

† Josephus describes the corruption, false religion, and
violence in Jerusalem before its fall, confirming Hosea's
description carried forward into the first century.

† Eusebius records the fulfillment of these judgments in the
destruction of Jerusalem, showing the end of the old covenant
system.

† Tacitus also documents the chaos and moral collapse of the
Jewish people during the war with Rome.

How It Applies To Us Today

† We don't chase empty things, feeding on wind leads nowhere,
only truth in Christ has substance.

† We don't trust in systems, politics, or wealth, those failed
Israel and they'll fail anyone who depends on them.

† We walk in humility, not self-righteousness, recognizing that
God is the source of everything.



† We respond to God's Word, unlike Israel, we don't ignore
repeated warnings.

† We rest in fulfillment, knowing the judgment has already come
and the kingdom has been established.

Q & A Appendix

Q What does feeding on wind mean in Hosea 12:1
A It means chasing things with no substance or value, trusting
in empty pursuits instead of God, Ecclesiastes 1:14

Q Why does Hosea bring up Jacob
A To show Israel's behavior wasn't new, they were repeating the
same pattern of striving and deceit, Genesis 25:26

Q What was Israel's main sin in this chapter
A Trusting themselves and outward success instead of God,
Isaiah 31:1

Q How was this fulfilled in the first century
A Israel rejected Christ and faced judgment in their generation,
Luke 19:41-44

Q What lesson should we take from this
A To trust God fully and walk in truth instead of self-reliance,
Proverbs 3:5-6

† This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies †
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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