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Luke 12
Paraphrased

By Dan Maines
Luke 12 Paraphrased
Introduction
† Jesus is speaking to His disciples while a massive crowd
gathers, exposing hypocrisy and preparing them for judgment
coming upon that generation.
† The focus is on accountability, fear of God, and rejecting trust
in earthly things.
† This chapter reveals hearts and calls for readiness before
God's judgment.
Luke 12:1
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A massive crowd gathered together, so many that they were
stepping on each other, and He began speaking first to His
disciples, telling them to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy.
† The leaven represents hidden corruption spreading through
leadership (Matthew 16:6)
† The Pharisees looked righteous outwardly but were corrupt
inwardly
† This warning is aimed at that first-century system
Luke 12:2
There is nothing covered up that won't be revealed, and nothing
hidden that won't be known.
† God exposes everything in judgment (Ecclesiastes 12:14)
† Israel's hidden corruption would be revealed
† This points to the coming exposure of that generation
Luke 12:3
Whatever you've said in the dark will be heard in the light, and
what you've whispered in private will be proclaimed on the
rooftops.
† Secret sin becomes public under judgment
† Leadership hypocrisy would be exposed openly
† Nothing escapes God's authority
Luke 12:4
I say to you, My friends, don't fear those who kill the body and
after that can do nothing more.
† Persecution from men was coming (John 16:2)
† Physical death is not the ultimate fear
† God alone is to be feared
Luke 12:5
But I'll show you whom to fear, fear Him who after He has killed
has authority to cast into Gehenna, yes I tell you, fear Him.



† Gehenna represents judgment tied to Jerusalem (Matthew
23:33)
† God alone has final authority
† This connects to the coming destruction
Luke 12:6
Aren't five sparrows sold for two cents, yet not one of them is
forgotten before God.
† God sees even the smallest things
† His awareness is constant
† Nothing is overlooked
Luke 12:7
Even the hairs of your head are all numbered, don't fear, you're
more valuable than many sparrows.
† God's care is personal
† Believers are valued by Him
† Fear is replaced with trust
Luke 12:8
I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son
of Man will also confess him before the angels of God.
† Public faith brings recognition (Matthew 10:32)
† Loyalty matters in persecution
† Confession leads to vindication
Luke 12:9
But the one who denies Me before men will be denied before
the angels of God.
† Denial leads to rejection
† This warning was immediate
† Faithfulness was required
Luke 12:10
Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be
forgiven him, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy



Spirit won't be forgiven.
† This refers to rejecting the Spirit's witness (Matthew 12:31)
† It applied to those seeing Christ firsthand
† This was a generational judgment warning
Luke 12:11
When they bring you before synagogues and rulers and
authorities, don't worry about how or what you'll say in your
defense.
† This was fulfilled in Acts (Acts 4:8)
† The disciples faced real trials
† God prepared them in advance
Luke 12:12
For the Holy Spirit will teach you what you should say.
† The Spirit gave them words in real time
† This promise was specific to their mission
† It was fulfilled in the first century
Luke 12:13
Someone in the crowd said to Him, Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.
† The man was focused on earthly matters
† This reveals misplaced priorities
† It leads into a warning about greed
Luke 12:14
But He said to him, Man, who appointed Me a judge or
arbitrator over you.
† Jesus refused civil involvement
† His mission was not legal disputes
† He redirected to spiritual truth
Luke 12:15
Then He said to them, watch out, guard yourselves from all
greed, because life doesn't consist of possessions.



† Life is not measured by wealth (Ecclesiastes 5:10)
† This rebukes material obsession
† It exposes the heart
Luke 12:16
And He told them a parable, the land of a rich man produced
very well.
† Prosperity itself is not the issue
† The problem is how it is viewed
† This sets up the warning
Luke 12:17
He began reasoning to himself, saying, what shall I do since I
have no place to store my crops.
† His thinking is completely self-centered
† There is no thought of God
† This reveals inward focus
Luke 12:18
Then he said, this is what I'll do, I'll tear down my barns and
build larger ones, and there I'll store all my grain and my goods.
† He trusted in storage and security
† His plan ignored eternity
† This shows misplaced confidence
Luke 12:19
And I'll say to my soul, soul, you have many goods laid up for
many years, take it easy, eat, drink, and be merry.
† He trusted in his possessions for peace
† This is false security rooted in wealth
† It ignores the reality of judgment
Luke 12:20
But God said to him, you fool, this very night your soul is
required of you, and now who will own what you've prepared.
† Judgment comes suddenly and unexpectedly



† His wealth could not save him
† This exposes the emptiness of material trust
Luke 12:21
So is the one who stores up treasure for himself and isn't rich
toward God.
† True riches are spiritual, not material (Matthew 6:20)
† This was Israel's failure as a nation
† It warns against self-centered living
Luke 12:22
And He said to His disciples, for this reason I say to you, don't
worry about your life, what you'll eat, nor for your body, what
you'll wear.
† Anxiety shows lack of trust
† God provides for His people
† This was crucial during unstable times
Luke 12:23
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.
† Physical needs are not the highest priority
† God sustains life itself
† Perspective must be eternal
Luke 12:24
Consider the ravens, they neither sow nor reap, they have no
storeroom or barn, yet God feeds them, how much more
valuable you are than birds.
† God's provision is constant
† Creation reveals His care
† Believers are of greater value
Luke 12:25
And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life.
† Worry accomplishes nothing
† Human control is limited



† Trust replaces anxiety
Luke 12:26
If then you can't do even a very little thing, why do you worry
about other matters.
† This exposes human limitation
† God is the one in control
† Worry is misplaced effort
Luke 12:27
Consider the lilies, how they grow, they neither labor nor spin,
yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself
like one of these.
† God's provision surpasses human effort
† Even the greatest earthly glory falls short
† Creation reflects divine care
Luke 12:28
But if God so clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today
and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much more will
He clothe you, you of little faith.
† Faith is the issue, not provision
† Temporary things are still cared for by God
† Believers are far more valuable
Luke 12:29
And don't seek what you'll eat and what you'll drink, and don't
keep worrying.
† Obsession with needs reveals lack of trust
† The nations live this way
† Believers are called to different priorities
Luke 12:30
For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek, but
your Father knows that you need these things.
† God already knows every need



† Trust replaces striving
† This separates believers from the world
Luke 12:31
But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
† The kingdom was present in that generation
† Priority determines provision
† Spiritual focus brings stability
Luke 12:32
Don't be afraid, little flock, because your Father has chosen to
give you the kingdom.
† Assurance is given to believers
† The kingdom was being given then
† Fear is replaced with confidence
Luke 12:33
Sell your possessions and give to charity, make yourselves
money belts which don't wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys.
† Invest in eternal things
† Earthly wealth fades
† This calls for generosity and trust
Luke 12:34
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
† The heart follows what is valued
† Investment reveals priorities
† This exposes true devotion
Luke 12:35
Be dressed in readiness and keep your lamps lit.
† This speaks of spiritual readiness
† Judgment was approaching in their generation
† They were to stay alert and prepared
Luke 12:36



Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns
from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the
door when he comes and knocks.
† This reflects expectation of Christ's coming
† The timing was near for them
† Readiness was required, not delay
Luke 12:37
Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert
when he comes, truly I say to you, that he will dress himself to
serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and
wait on them.
† Faithfulness brings reward
† This shows reversal and blessing
† Christ honors those ready
Luke 12:38
Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third,
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
† The exact timing was unknown
† Constant readiness was required
† Delay was not an excuse
Luke 12:39
But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his
house to be broken into.
† Judgment would come unexpectedly
† This parallels sudden destruction
† They were warned in advance
Luke 12:40
You too, be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that
you do not expect.
† This is directed to that generation



† The coming refers to judgment (Matthew 24:34)
† Readiness was urgent
Luke 12:41
Peter said, Lord, are You addressing this parable to us, or to
everyone else as well.
† Peter seeks clarification
† The message applies broadly
† Responsibility is emphasized
Luke 12:42
And the Lord said, who then is the faithful and sensible steward,
whom his master will put in charge of his servants, to give them
their rations at the proper time.
† Leaders were accountable
† Faithfulness was required in service
† This applies to teachers and stewards
Luke 12:43
Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he
comes.
† Obedience brings blessing
† Faithfulness is rewarded
† This reflects readiness
Luke 12:44
Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his
possessions.
† Greater responsibility follows faithfulness
† This reflects kingdom reward
† Trust leads to authority
Luke 12:45
But if that slave says in his heart, my master will be a long time
in coming, and begins to beat the slaves, both men and women,
and to eat and drink and get drunk.



† Delay leads to corruption
† Abuse of authority is condemned
† This describes Israel's leadership
Luke 12:46
The master of that slave will come on a day when he does not
expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in
pieces, and assign him a place with the unbelievers.
† Sudden judgment is certain
† Unfaithfulness brings severe consequence
† This aligns with destruction of Jerusalem
Luke 12:47
And that slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready
or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes.
† Greater knowledge brings greater accountability
† Israel had full knowledge
† Judgment was intensified
Luke 12:48
But the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of
a flogging, will receive but few, from everyone who has been
given much, much will be required, and to whom they entrusted
much, of him they will ask all the more.
† Responsibility increases with privilege
† Israel was given much
† Accountability is proportional
Luke 12:49
I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were
already kindled.
† Fire represents judgment (Luke 3:9)
† This points to the coming destruction
† The process had already begun
Luke 12:50



But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until
it is accomplished.
† This refers to His coming death
† The cross was necessary before judgment
† His mission had to be completed
Luke 12:51
Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth, I tell you,
no, but rather division.
† The gospel divides truth from error
† This division happened immediately
† Families would be affected
Luke 12:52
For from now on five members in one household will be divided,
three against two and two against three.
† Division would be personal
† Loyalty to Christ causes separation
† This was fulfilled in that time
Luke 12:53
They will be divided, father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother
in law against daughter in law and daughter in law against
mother in law.
† Even families would be split
† Truth creates division
† This reflects real first-century conflict
Luke 12:54
And He was also saying to the crowds, when you see a cloud
rising in the west, immediately you say, a shower is coming, and
so it turns out.
† They could read physical signs
† But they ignored spiritual signs



† This exposes blindness
Luke 12:55
And when you see a south wind blowing, you say, it will be a hot
day, and it turns out that way.
† Natural discernment was clear
† Yet spiritual awareness was lacking
† This was their failure
Luke 12:56
You hypocrites, you know how to analyze the appearance of the
earth and the sky, but why do you not analyze this present time.
† They failed to recognize their moment
† The signs of judgment were clear
† This rebukes spiritual blindness
Luke 12:57
And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is
right.
† They ignored obvious truth
† Responsibility was personal
† Judgment required discernment
Luke 12:58
For while you are going with your opponent to appear before
the magistrate, on your way there make an effort to settle with
him, so that he may not drag you before the judge, and the
judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into
prison.
† This is a warning to reconcile quickly
† Judgment was approaching fast
† Delay would bring consequence
Luke 12:59
I say to you, you will not get out of there until you have paid the
very last cent.



† Judgment would be complete
† No escape without payment
† This reflects total accountability
Historical References
† Josephus describes the corruption of Jewish leadership and
the destruction of Jerusalem in detail.
† Eusebius records that believers recognized the warnings and
fled before the city's destruction.
† Clement of Alexandria wrote about detachment from wealth
and devotion to God over material things.
How It Applies To Us Today
† We must examine ourselves for hypocrisy and hidden sin.
† Trust in God replaces fear of people.
† Our focus must be on eternal things, not temporary wealth.
† Readiness and faithfulness still matter.
† Accountability before God is real for everyone.
Q & A Appendix
Q: What is the leaven of the Pharisees?
A: Hypocrisy (Matthew 16:6)
Q: What does Gehenna refer to?
A: Judgment connected to Jerusalem (Matthew 23:33)
Q: Why shouldn't we fear men?
A: Because God has final authority (Hebrews 10:31)
Q: What was wrong with the rich man?
A: He trusted in wealth instead of God (Ecclesiastes 5:10)
Q: What should we seek first?
A: The kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33)
† This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies †
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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