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Luke 9
Paraphrased

By Dan Maines
Luke 9 Paraphrased
Introduction
† Jesus now sends out His disciples with authority, showing the
kingdom wasn't distant, it was arriving in their generation
† This chapter reveals power, identity, and the coming judgment
that would be fulfilled within their lifetime (Matthew 16:27-28)
† Everything here builds toward the end of the old covenant age
and the revealing of Christ in glory
Luke 9:1
He called the twelve together and gave them power and
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authority over all demons and to heal diseases
† This authority shows the kingdom had already begun breaking
into their present time (Luke 10:9)
† Their power wasn't future, it was active in their ministry right
then
Luke 9:2
He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal
the sick
† The message and the power went together, proving the
kingdom was real and present
† Healing confirmed the authority of Christ working through
them
Luke 9:3
He told them to take nothing for the journey, no staff, no bag, no
bread, no money, and not even two tunics
† They were to depend fully on God, showing urgency in the
mission
† This wasn't a long-term system, it was immediate and time-
sensitive
Luke 9:4
Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that city
† Stability in one place showed trust and consistency
† The focus was on the message, not comfort
Luke 9:5
As for those who don't receive you, shake the dust off your feet
as a testimony against them
† This was a warning of judgment against rejection (Acts 13:51)
† It pointed to the coming destruction on that generation
Luke 9:6
They went out and traveled through villages, preaching the
gospel and healing everywhere



† The kingdom message spread rapidly across Israel
† This fulfilled the expectation of a nationwide witness (Matthew
24:14)
Luke 9:7
Herod heard about everything happening and was confused
because some said John had risen
† Even rulers were troubled, showing the impact of the
message
† Confusion revealed spiritual blindness among leadership
Luke 9:8
Others said Elijah appeared, and others said a prophet of old
had risen
† They recognized something prophetic was happening
† But they still didn't understand it was Christ fulfilling
everything
Luke 9:9
Herod said he had beheaded John, so who is this man, and he
kept trying to see Him
† Herod's fear shows guilt and unrest
† Authority figures couldn't ignore what God was doing
Luke 9:10
The apostles returned and reported everything, and He took
them aside to a place near Bethsaida
† There was a need for rest and reflection
† Ministry required both action and withdrawal
Luke 9:11
The crowds followed Him, and He welcomed them, speaking
about the kingdom and healing them
† Jesus never turned away those seeking truth
† The kingdom message remained central
Luke 9:12



The day ended and the twelve said to send the crowd away to
find food
† The disciples still thought in natural terms
† They hadn't yet grasped Christ's provision
Luke 9:13
He told them to feed the crowd, and they said they only had five
loaves and two fish
† Jesus challenged their limited thinking
† Faith was required beyond what they saw
Luke 9:14
About five thousand men were there, and He told them to sit in
groups
† Order prepared the way for provision
† God works through structure and purpose
Luke 9:15
They did as He said and seated everyone
† Obedience came before the miracle
† Submission to Christ brings results
Luke 9:16
He took the food, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to the disciples
to distribute
† Jesus is the source, the disciples are the vessels
† This foreshadows spiritual provision through Him
Luke 9:17
Everyone ate and was satisfied, and twelve baskets were left
over
† God's provision exceeds the need
† This showed abundance in the kingdom
Luke 9:18
While praying alone, He asked them who people say He is
† Prayer precedes revelation



† Identity is central to understanding the kingdom
Luke 9:19
They answered, John, Elijah, or a prophet
† People saw Him as great, but not fully understood
† Partial truth still misses the full reality
Luke 9:20
He asked who they say He is, and Peter said, the Christ of God
† This is the turning point of revelation
† Christ's identity is the foundation of everything
Luke 9:21
He warned them not to tell anyone
† Timing mattered in God's plan
† Full understanding wasn't yet complete
Luke 9:22
He said He must suffer, be rejected, killed, and raised
† This was the path to fulfillment
† The kingdom would come through sacrifice
Luke 9:23
If anyone wants to follow Me, deny himself, take up his cross
daily, and follow Me
† Discipleship requires surrender
† This applied directly to that generation facing persecution
Luke 9:24
Whoever saves his life will lose it, whoever loses it for My sake
will save it
† True life comes through sacrifice
† This speaks of covenant transition
Luke 9:25
What does it profit to gain the world but lose yourself
† Eternal value outweighs temporary gain
† The old system couldn't save anyone



Luke 9:26
Whoever is ashamed of Me, the Son of Man will be ashamed
when He comes in glory
† This refers to His coming in judgment (Matthew 16:27-28)
† That generation would witness this
Luke 9:27
Some standing here will not taste death until they see the
kingdom of God
† This proves fulfillment in their lifetime
† The kingdom wasn't thousands of years away
Luke 9:28
About eight days later He took Peter, John, and James up the
mountain to pray
† This leads into a revelation moment
† Prayer again precedes glory
Luke 9:29
As He prayed, His appearance changed and His clothing
became radiant
† This reveals His divine nature
† Glory was already present in Him
Luke 9:30
Moses and Elijah appeared talking with Him
† The Law and the Prophets testify of Christ
† They point to fulfillment in Him
Luke 9:31
They spoke of His departure He was about to accomplish in
Jerusalem
† His death was planned and purposeful
† It would bring covenant fulfillment
Luke 9:32
The disciples were sleepy but saw His glory



† Even in weakness, they witnessed truth
† God reveals despite human limitation
Luke 9:33
Peter wanted to build shelters, not knowing what he was saying
† He tried to hold onto the moment
† But the focus wasn't on staying, it was on fulfillment
Luke 9:34
A cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid
† God's presence brings reverence
† Fear reflects awareness of His glory
Luke 9:35
A voice said, This is My Son, listen to Him
† Christ is above the Law and Prophets
† He is the final authority
Luke 9:36
They saw Jesus alone
† Everything points to Him alone
† He is the fulfillment of all
Luke 9:37
The next day a crowd met Him
† Ministry continues immediately
† There is no pause in purpose
Luke 9:38
A man begged Him to heal his son
† Desperation drives people to Christ
† He responds to faith
Luke 9:39
The spirit seized the boy violently
† This shows real spiritual conflict
† Christ's authority overcomes it
Luke 9:40



The disciples couldn't cast it out
† Their faith was lacking
† Authority requires trust
Luke 9:41
Jesus called them unbelieving and perverse
† Even His disciples struggled with faith
† Correction was necessary
Luke 9:42
Jesus healed the boy
† His power is absolute
† He restores what is broken
Luke 9:43
Everyone was amazed at God's greatness
† The works pointed to God, not man
† Glory belongs to Him
Luke 9:44
He told them again He would be delivered into men's hands
† He repeats what they struggle to accept
† The cross was unavoidable
Luke 9:45
They didn't understand and were afraid to ask
† Spiritual truth wasn't yet clear
† Fear kept them silent
Luke 9:46
They argued about who was greatest
† Pride still existed among them
† They misunderstood the kingdom
Luke 9:47
Jesus knew their thoughts and used a child as an example
† True greatness is humility
† The kingdom reverses worldly values



Luke 9:48
Whoever receives this child receives Me
† Serving the least equals serving Christ
† Humility defines greatness
Luke 9:49
They saw someone casting out demons and tried to stop him
† They were still thinking in exclusivity
† The kingdom wasn't limited to their group
Luke 9:50
Jesus said don't stop him
† The work of God isn't restricted
† Truth stands regardless of who carries it
Luke 9:51
He set His face toward Jerusalem
† This marks the path to fulfillment
† Everything now moves toward the cross
Luke 9:52
He sent messengers ahead
† Preparation was necessary
† The mission was intentional
Luke 9:53
They weren't received because He was going to Jerusalem
† Rejection increases as fulfillment approaches
† Division reveals hearts
Luke 9:54
James and John wanted to call down fire
† They misunderstood the nature of Christ's mission
† Judgment would come, but not by their hands
Luke 9:55
Jesus rebuked them
† His kingdom wasn't advanced through violence



† Correction realigns purpose
Luke 9:56
They went to another village
† The mission continued despite rejection
† The message moves forward
Luke 9:57
Someone said he would follow Him anywhere
† Many speak quickly without understanding
† Commitment must be counted
Luke 9:58
Jesus said He had no place to lay His head
† Following Him means sacrifice
† Comfort isn't the goal
Luke 9:59
He told another to follow, but he wanted to bury his father first
† Excuses delay obedience
† The call requires immediacy
Luke 9:60
Let the dead bury their dead, you go proclaim the kingdom
† Spiritual life takes priority
† The message is urgent
Luke 9:61
Another wanted to say goodbye first
† Divided commitment weakens discipleship
† The call demands full focus
Luke 9:62
No one who looks back is fit for the kingdom
† Commitment must be complete
† The kingdom requires unwavering focus
Historical References
† Josephus describes the unrest and expectations surrounding



this time, showing the urgency of the message
† Irenaeus confirms early understanding of Christ's authority
and fulfillment
† Eusebius records the spread of the gospel and the events
leading to Jerusalem's fall
† Clement of Alexandria emphasizes spiritual understanding
over outward forms
How It Applies To Us Today
† We aren't waiting for the kingdom, we're living in what Christ
already established
† Faith requires action, not hesitation or delay
† True discipleship still means surrender, not comfort
† We trust Christ's finished work, not a future system
Q & A Appendix
Q: Did Jesus say the kingdom would come in their lifetime?
A: Yes, Luke 9:27 shows some standing there would see it
Q: What does taking up your cross mean?
A: It means daily surrender and following Christ, Luke 9:23
Q: Was the kingdom already active?
A: Yes, they were preaching and demonstrating it, Luke 9:2
Q: Why didn't the disciples understand everything?
A: It was hidden until fulfillment, Luke 9:45
Q: What does looking back represent?
A: Divided commitment, Luke 9:62
† This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies †
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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