Fulfilled Prophecies
8 o [ Share on Facebook

Romans 12 Paraphrased
=

Romans 12
Paraphrased

T Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines &=

By Dan Maines
Romans 12 Paraphrased

Introduction

T Paul now shifts from doctrine to how we live because
everything has already been fulfilled in Christ and the old
covenant system has passed away (Hebrews 8:13)

T This chapter shows what life looks like under the fulfilled
kingdom, not waiting for something future, but living in what has
already been established (Ephesians 2:14-16)

T This is about transformation, not through law, but through the
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finished work of Christ working in us

Romans 12:1

Because of everything God has done, | urge you to offer your
whole life to Him as something living and set apart, this is your
true way of worship

T This is no longer about animal sacrifices, it's about giving your
life because the sacrificial system has already ended (Hebrews
10:10)

T The language of sacrifice shows fulfillment, not continuation of
temple practices (Hebrews 9:11-12)

T Worship is now internal and spiritual, not tied to a physical
system (John 4:21-24)

Romans 12:2

Don't let the world shape you, but be changed from the inside
by renewing your mind so you can clearly see what God wants
T This transformation is covenantal, moving from old covenant
thinking into new covenant understanding (2 Corinthians 3:14-
10)

T The renewing of the mind is seeing fulfillment instead of
waiting for future fulfillment (Luke 21:22)

T The will of God is already revealed in Christ and His
completed work (John 19:30)

Romans 12:3

By the grace given to me, | tell each of you not to think too
highly of yourselves, but to think clearly according to the
measure of faith God has given

T Faith here is not individual levels of belief but the shared faith
revealed in Christ (Jude 1:3)

T This removes pride rooted in law keeping or status under the
old system (Philippians 3:4-9)

T Everything now flows from grace, not personal merit
(Ephesians 2:8-9)



Romans 12:4

Just as one body has many parts and each part has its role

T The body imagery replaces the temple system, showing that
God's dwelling is now in people (1 Corinthians 3:16)

T Each believer has purpose within the completed body of
Christ (Ephesians 4:15-16)

T This is unity without dependence on a physical structure

Romans 12:5

So we, though many, are one body in Christ and belong to one
another

T This is the one new man that replaced Jew and Gentile
division (Ephesians 2:15)

T The division of the law has already been removed (Colossians
2:14)

T We are not separate groups anymore, but one fulfilled people

Romans 12:6

We each have different gifts according to grace, use them
properly

T These gifts function within the body for edification, not
personal elevation (1 Corinthians 12:7)

T Grace defines function, not law or lineage (Romans 11:6)
T Everything operates under what Christ has already
accomplished

Romans 12:7

If serving, then serve, if teaching, then teach

T Roles are practical expressions of the fulfilled body working
together

T This is not hierarchy, but cooperation in Christ (Mark 10:43-
44)

T Each role supports the whole

Romans 12:8
If encouraging, give encouragement, if giving, do it generously,
if leading, do it diligently, if showing mercy, do it with joy



T These actions reflect Christ's character now living through us
(Galatians 2:20)

T This is kingdom life in action, not theory

T Joy comes from understanding fulfillment, not striving

Romans 12:9

Let love be real, hate what is evil, cling to what is good

T Love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10)

T Evil is tied to the old corrupt system that has passed away (1
Corinthians 10:11)

T Good is defined by Christ, not tradition

Romans 12:10

Be devoted to each other with genuine love, honor one another
T Brotherhood replaces covenant division (Hebrews 13:1)

T Honor is no longer tied to status under law (James 2:1)

T This reflects the unity already established

Romans 12:11

Don't be lazy in your effort, stay passionate and serve the Lord
T Service is now spiritual, not ritual (Philippians 3:3)

T Passion comes from knowing what has been fulfilled

T The Lord is actively present, not distant

Romans 12:12

Rejoice in hope, endure in pressure, stay constant in prayer

T The hope spoken of has been realized in Christ (Colossians
1:27)

T Endurance was especially relevant during the transition period
before AD 70 (Luke 21:19)

T Prayer reflects ongoing relationship, not temple mediation

Romans 12:13

Share with those in need and practice hospitality

T This replaces temple-based charity systems

T The community now provides for itself in Christ (Acts 2:44-45)



T Hospitality reflects kingdom life already present

Romans 12:14

Bless those who persecute you, don't curse them

T This was critical during the persecution leading up to
Jerusalem's destruction (Matthew 5:44)

T It shows a break from vengeance under the old system
T Grace defines response, not retaliation

Romans 12:15

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep
T This is shared life in the body

T Unity is emotional as well as spiritual

T This reflects true fellowship

Romans 12:16

Live in harmony, don't be proud, associate with the humble
T Pride was tied to law identity and status

T Harmony reflects the one new man reality

T Humility comes from grace, not law

Romans 12:17

Don't repay evil for evil, be mindful to do what is right

T This removes the cycle of vengeance found under the old
covenant

T Righteousness is now defined in Christ

T This is kingdom ethics

Romans 12:18

If possible, live at peace with everyone

T Peace has already been established through Christ
(Ephesians 2:14)

T This is living out that reality

T Not all conflict can be avoided, but peace is the goal

Romans 12:19
Don't take revenge, leave it to God, vengeance belongs to Him



T Judgment was coming upon that generation (Matthew 23:36)
T God handled justice in the destruction of Jerusalem
T Believers are not called to execute judgment

Romans 12:20

If your enemy is hungry, feed him, if thirsty, give him something
to drink

T This overcomes evil with good

T It reflects Christ's teaching directly

T This is active love

Romans 12:21

Don't be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good
T This summarizes the entire chapter

T The new covenant life is victorious, not reactive

T Good triumphs because Christ has already won

Historical References

T Eusebius records the early church living in unity and love,
separate from temple practices, showing this chapter in action
T Josephus describes the turmoil and judgment of that
generation, confirming the context of endurance and
persecution

T Clement of Alexandria taught that true worship is a life lived
for God, not sacrifices, aligning with Romans 12:1

How it applies to us today

T We are not waiting for transformation, it's already ours in
Christ

T We live out the fulfilled kingdom by how we treat one another
T Our identity is not tied to law, nation, or system, but to the
completed work of Christ

T Love, humility, and service are the evidence that we
understand fulfillment

T This chapter shows what real Christianity looks like when it's
not tied to futurism or old covenant thinking



Q & A Appendix

Q Is Romans 12 still future or already fulfilled

A It's already fulfilled in how we live now in Christ (Hebrews
8:13)

Q What does living sacrifice mean today
A It means giving your life daily since the physical sacrifices
ended (Hebrews 10:10)

Q Is the renewing of the mind ongoing
A Yes, as we continue to understand fulfilled truth (2
Corinthians 3:16)

Q Are these commands tied to law
A No, they flow from grace and the finished work of Christ
(Romans 6:14)

Q Why focus on love so much
A Because love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10)

T This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies T
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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